— 


z 


Written by the REVEREND i, 5 23 


Mr. Thomas Saunders, , 
s 


f ; = 5 J 7 wa - a 
N . . 2.3 ; s MES 5 ; $ | 7 : "3% 4 


In his LAST ILLNESS. _ | 
Which was, by his Dire dien, e > "SY : | 
Publickly Read to his PEOPLE, = | 
"Immediately after Me IS. : oy 2 


FUNERAL SERM e 


* : 
® | 
LES 
9 
- 
— 
— 
— 
ea... Et. ts ds end 


Printed in the T EAR 1736. 


* = - 3 
* % * 1 "2 8 
en 2 g * 4 =} < : 1 2 ' % - 


L. E ＋ T E R 


Warten by the RovenenD „ 


Mr. Thomas Saunders. 


the CHURCH of CHRIST oſembling in 
Kettering, under the E. are Za "o great * 
good A 118. 


Dearly Beloved in in our Ins, 


OU well know that for a en 1 1 
haye laboured under the afflicting Hand 
of GOD; during a confiderable kart of 
ich Time I could not tell but [ might. be 
in permitted to ſpeak. to you in his Name: 
| when, at length, all reaſonable Hopes of | | 
Kind were cut off, 1 began to think of 
ting a few Lines, to leave with you: M 
akneſs increafing, put me off thoſe Thoughty, 
che Importunity of a Friend animated . 
Per Reſolution, and ſet me ppon it. a 
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Service among you for upwards of 14 Yea 
during which Seaſon I was led through a gres 


were readily opened unto GOD for me: U 


fairs: And you bore the many m_ 
my Service with unparallel'd Patience and 
fulneſs. This could not fail of begetting in in 


ſor you; ſo that my Soul was knit to you; 


die amongft you: And I can nor look back ght 


Wo 
Providence fayoured We Ned 


Variety of trying Affictons, under which 3 
GOD was pleas'd to direct and ſupport me in 
very ſurprizing way, and at laſt delivered me 
ſo J muſt, in Juſtice, ſay, that vou Ave 
me in the moſt Affectionate and Chriſtian 0 
ner: You were Sharers with me in my / 
ons: Your Mouths, upon every Emes 


| 


rejoiced with me in the Removal of my Affi 
on, and every favourable Turn given to my 4 


the greateſt Endearedneſs and tendereſt Affell zen 
aha 
nd t 


great Concern wastoſerve you; I never thou! 
ofe 


myſelf ſo happy as when I was labouring ame 
you ; and often bezged, that, if it were com aa 
ent with the Will of GOD, I might! ye P dr 
Pleaſure, to think that 1 was enabled tor efuſ * 
50 Solicitations which [ TR had to lente) 
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151. 
GOD. has been ſeen amongſt us; 'thers: has 


reat Ends of a Goſpel Miniftry, ſuch as the 
ooverſion of ſome, and the Training up of 
hers for a better World, I hope, have been, 
ome Meaſure, attained amongſt us. But now 
| ſpeak no more, nor you hear me Any more: 

Ind yet, tho I am gone from you, 1 perſuade 
ſelf, from the chearful Attention you paid to 
7 Services, while among you, that you will, 
tleaft, lend an Ear to what in this Manner 1 
V to you. In this Reſpect you may truly 
ly that Paſſage, Being dead, he yet ſpeaketh. 
That pity, methinks, it is, that your Affection 
nd Concern for one another, bore no better 
zortion to your Regards to me. The un- 
g endly and unbrotherly Way in which your 
happy Diſputes about Property were managed, 
9 the Tempe r that has been maintained fince 

| * boſe Debates have been dropt, have been very 
Wicyvous and bitter to me: But I chooſe rather 
+ Þ draw a Vail over that which will not bear the 
/$'2ht, and enter upon ſome more pleaſing and 
ſg <ful Subject. And now, my dear Friends, ; 
by AR as I am, as one who has the 
+I 


een a Glory upon our Aſſemblies; and the 45 
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| tendereft Concern for. 0 yours, wude 
in the e ful Views * f another \ W ed.) 

1 W not Burned to ene unto 106 he w 
cbt of GOD, as far as he was pleaſed to 
cover it unto me. If any of you wanted mt 
Light, don't blame me, for you had my A 
and, I hope, I was daily conſcious of maki 
my Application to the Father of Lights," fr 
whom every good and. perfect Gift cometb. IL 
and Purity are moſt agreeable Companicus- 
could never ſee that making great Boaſts of or 
Light, while the Tenour of our Converſatio 
evidenced that we were walking in Darkneſ 
brought any Honour to our Profeſſion. The 
5a Sett of Men that Solomon long mee 
Mark upon; you have them according to 
Delineation, Prov. xxx. 12. There is a Generatio 
that are pure in their own Eyes, and yet are 1 
 waſbed from their Filthineſss = x 


I have no other Foundation for my own Soul 
than what I have repreſented unto you, as the 
only Foundation for you to build upon, and thal 
you know, is GOD's everlaſting Love diſplay 
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od in the compleat' Work of che Spirit, in 
king us for, and bringing us unto,” the full 
lefon and Enjoyment of all at aft, And 
chat a bares Work, my Friends, is this? 
an have it in Miniature, when the (Soul is 
ora again; there is chen every eſſential Part; 
r there muſt be a great many perſecting 
rokes before the Piece will be compleat, and 
; to be ſer in the Preſence- Chamber above. | 
here are ſome ſour and knotty Pieces, that re- 
ire more Hewing and Poliſhing than ers 
1 ſome the Conſtitution Evil may, perhaps, 
it be removed, untill the Conſtitution ĩtſelf be 
wken ; which may, in ſome Meafure; account 
the Difference of the r ee 5 chat 
1 Men ace ION in a Wale 
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Upan thi Fogndacel 0 I am not «inſt; 

0D grant I may not) I-have built my Hopes: 
eternal Life, and that many Years fince: 
Wit as I have frequently been brought back to 
ew and examine what I haye done, ſo I will: 
uy and honeſtly tell you my Sentiments about 
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lex; theſe could not fail ol awaken 2 
| lea, ſome curſory and cranfient Views 45 
State of my Soul; and at ſome times I ente 
as far as I could into thoſe Enquiries, at 
until I had a good Hope, through Cres b 
all was well, and ſafe for Eternity. Bat vb 
I was in perfect Health, and now under dh 
long Affliction, I have had a Seaſon to 2 
and ſtrictly to enquire into the various Scheme 
that, under a Chriftian Profeſſion, Men hai 
feverally adopted to themſelves, to build tha 
Hopes of Eternal Life upon: and, wi thout an 
known or wilful Prejudice or Partiality, Im 
now declare to you, that, according to my Judy 
ment, my Faith, and Experience, the We 
have ſo often and heartily recommended, i 
that which, above all others, you wilt find ca 
- pable of giving you Support when you mol 
need it. As to other Schemes, I ſhall-only ſa 
in general, ſome of them make no Froviſion fo 
the Corruptions of Human Nature; other 
9 enk 2s cat 
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re built; ang recen ee Gap. — _- 
laid: 1 haye proved. the,S of it, un- 
ra great Variety, of Tria 
nd, R. 
I Reſt and Peatys, amd 0 hor el N 
ball further ſay, and ſhall cloſe wich, is E few — 
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va me-again, [ales FAR, 
hof us. an 
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Ins, Which, Ihope, you vin think of. . 3 1 
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quently ad We Aube an Leon int A e paßt by 
ther: F aft give an Aces ef che U 
of an tlie dffefent Talkes — 
i Sveupy' with amongft yb , my Fand 14 


. "my © 1 0h, my Kuen e 
eee my Dilivhte, my Example 
8000 Lord! Who En ſtand Rid ahr 8 


Scrutiny! What need ef a powerfd M 
nen we cothe to that Bar! But as Perk 
Bervices are accepted i the Brloved, ſo 
leave that important Affair. In this th: 
will be Witneſſes for or againft me. 0 
alſo give an Account of the Improveitith 
have made un er a Golpel Miniſtry, for in iii 
Years. How ſhall we look upon each dt 
any of us ſhould be diſappointed i. in | ctr 4 
Hopes, and that Savour of the Knowled 
Chriſt, that has been a Savour of 1 
many Souls, prove only the Savour of De 
unto ours! How ſad! if I ſhoutd then look 
Horror and Conſternation upon ou, and 
von all come in as a Cloud of Wit ꝛelſes ag 
me, ſaying, Lord, be wore thy Livery, wü 
pnydi in thy Service, had the Reputation ond 
Jeet due to bar; we co i never ae, muy 
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hel of . 0 h oY 
it 1 ouſt, Brethren; /Uhis/ will abr be cha Calle, 
z the other kund, how: fad! witz at ba, if I, 
Meri had my Heart ſu much Let dpru yu 
zpineſs, and have lahoured for it, exen at the 
pence af Like irſelf; i6;- afhex all. you myſt 
* upon me only as a Wineſs againſt any of 
ou! Muft I even ſtand forth, andſay, Lord, 
ir fourteen Nears together 1 faithfully preac bed the 8 
22 to this Sinner, I told him of his corrupt and 
pſerable State by Nature and Sin, and of that 
prtain.and dreadful Ruin that muſt come upon him, 
s the C Conſequence of it; kbar, unleſs his Heart 
Th changed, his Nature renewed, and his Perſon 
Miß ed, be muſt be undone for ever; 3 and that this 
was only to be had in and through the Atonement 
ond Grace of our Lord Jeſus C brift, ſea 74 and 
8 pied unto the Soul » the bleed Spirit, which 
muft be felt and. ex xperienced i in the great Wark of 
Repentance towards God, and Faith i in our Lord 
Jeſus C brift, accompanied with an univerſal Sub- 
eftion end Obedience unto him And this he 18 
ured 10 a5 true; 7 but, Lerd, be never es 
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we 


pocompany adi though I bur ok. . Qt 
other hand, let us but ſuppoſe we get f 
what a happy Meeting ſhall we have j 1 5 
World! Shall I not think you be frequendiy loo 
ing round about me upon the many that are ar 
riving from the different. Parts of the Eurth 
ſee when any of my old Friends come?" An 
will it not be an Pleaſure to both 
meet there? | | . 


2. Think that my Removal i is in order to mak 
way for the Services of another amongſt | you 
and may the God of the Spirits of oll Fleſh,” wh 
can find pr make a Spirit meet for you, ſer a Ma 
over you, much better qualified for ſuch; a Won 0 
. more faithful, diligent, and ſucceſsful i in it, thi 
may ſerve you and yours for many Years, ang 
be a moſt extenſive publick Bleſſing amongft ye 
1 4 - order to this, forgive the Freedom 1 we in 

3 few ſhort t Advices, Xo 
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| Adv. 1. Dort 2 the afembling PS 01 Ir 
= Felbes e to cry unto o the 0 ba *u t 8 
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will do you no f 


ben, but where Churches have waited upo 
(0D, and kept up their Applications to h 5 
hey have ſucceeded well at laſt, though ſome - 
ines it has been long firlt. He has never adi to 
þ Seed of Jacob, feet Jen me in vain.” 


. Let your firſt Views of che Pe al you — 
yon, be at what he himſelf 3 Is; I mean, endea- 
ur, above all things, to have a Man of Reli- 
in, who ſhall be able to talk over the great 
ings of GOD, ina feeling, experimental 
nner. If chis be not the Caſe, whatever his 
fs may be, and how popular ſoever his Ta- 
its, vital Religion will dwindle under his Mini- 
tion z or if you ou d maintain the Name, 
Thing will be loſt: Neither the Orthodoxy 
his Judgment, nor the Popularity of his De- 
fy, will ever compenſate the Want of this: 

you r can you expect a Blef ng from Heaven, and 
Har t Succeſs ſhould attend the Service of that 
eren, that i is not r wich 88 and hearty 


FN 


. Keep up, ta al of yo . 
fequent Praying Meeting * you feel bim, be 185 

vil be found of you. ; While GOD i is with and ES 
mongft you, all vin be well. ' Thave never yet = 
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for kim. * what he dow. The Teri io: 5 on h 

3. „ Wben y. you — your Gen h 
© belt manner you can, as eo the Religious By 
3 chen have regard to Prudence and Temper, 
2 Man have not Prudence, what i be dy h 
maſt neceſſarily be concerned with ſo many g 
ferent Diſpoſitions, Families under a great * 
riety of Circumſtances, as well as thoſe who: 
round about them. And if he is not a Man 
Temper, you will have the leſs Pleaſure and! 
vantage from his Converſation: Some wil n Ig 
let him; others will be afraid to communis 
their Sentiments unto him. How many 0 X he 
wiſe famous Men, who ſeem'd to be formed! 
nb Service, ee miſcarried Ws. Bu 


4. N hain youare ina Saget ſy ap ap 
ſection your ſelves, and ſuch, after all your on 
will be che Perſon you. have to labour an ma 
you; a Man fubject to like Paſfions and Infiſſi 
ties wich your ſelyes; one who, at rimes, 1 | 4 

N need your Pity and Forbearance, 25 you ſh hare 
* e ke ont Fealon 2g inf 


bs the way, ſe ſaving 28 are Bret * 


Kore Y as well as it one Place. F 


ury, for ever | 
would my Soul have rejoiced to 


i 7 
her, as the Primitive Church Was, nb r 
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C and Labour of Lore. If i ir 
Force! to what 1 have gies, 1 
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tel Tou, that chis 
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W. great, that you n look upon it 
i, only a broken Sketch of my Thoughts 
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But they are the Words of a 
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real Sentiments of my Heart. + 
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t Paſſage with ou, Mas xx. 3. 
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Brer ren, I commend you to 0 
of bis Grace, which i is able to build 3 Jen 
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give you an Inberitance arent ol them which 
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andified. Amen and 
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